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A Word from the Chief Executive
Severn Glocon Group is entering an exciting, albeit challenging, 
chapter. In the past 12 months we’ve achieved significant 
milestones which put us on a whole new playing field in the 
global marketplace. But there is no room for complacency  
and we are acutely aware of the challenges of the time.

A recent highlight has been the frame agreement with Statoil. 
It is the first time in our history that we have secured a contract 
of such scale. The journey to this point has been a long one 
– we first worked with Statoil 15 years ago when we were a 
small but ambitious control and choke valve business. Back 
then, the calibre of our British engineering and manufacturing 
was undisputed, but we didn’t have the robust infrastructure 
required for large international contracts. 

In the interim, we’ve become a global enterprise with 
strategically located, world-class manufacturing facilities,  
R&D hubs and technical services. Today, we combine 
advanced valve technologies with the reliability and  
economic advantages of global sourcing capability. 

Since joining the business at the end of 2014, he has secured 
significant contracts and earned a place on the vendor list of EPC 
Samsung Heavy Industries (SHI).

Achievements to date include orders for the TACE project in 
Turkmenistan via EPC contractor Toyo-Korea and specialist Joule-
Thomson valves for KOGAS via SHI. Severn Glocon’s in-depth 
technical expertise was instrumental in winning the contract for the 
KOGAS Joule-Thomson valves which need to handle high pressures 
and low flowrates. Special multi-step plug trim technology has been 
deployed to overcome this complex challenge.

SB has 15 years’ experience in technical valve sales for oil and gas 
projects and a robust network of contacts in Seoul. He is now heading 
up a four-strong team and says he plans to capitalise on Severn Glocon 
Group’s proven valve expertise over the coming 12 months: 

“It is not easy to break into the EPC market in Korea. However, there 
is an appetite for new technologies with strong reliability and technical 
credentials. My goal is to ensure Severn Glocon’s innovative valve 
solutions are firmly on the radar of EPC contractors.”

The Statoil frame agreement shows just how far we have come, 
and gives an indication of where the business is heading.

However, there’s no denying that times are tough for any business 
operating in or supplying to the oil and gas industry. The oil price 
collapse is taking its toll on us all. Stability will return, but the 
industry has shifted and things will never be the same. 

At Severn Glocon Group, we are squaring up to the challenges 
that the storm surrounding the oil price has thrown our way. In this 
issue of News@Severn you’ll see that we are focusing our efforts 
on developing approaches and technologies geared towards a 
‘new world’ of oil and gas. Exploring innovative and effective ways 
to reduce costs without compromising quality is one aspect of this. 
We’re also streamlining and digitising procedures, bringing better 
efficiencies for us and our customers. 

The only constant in life, and industry, is change. Handling change 
pragmatically and rationally is essential to ensure ongoing stability 
and long-term success.   

My goal is to ensure  
Severn Glocon’s innovative  
valve solutions are firmly on  
the radar of EPC contractors.

SB Kim, Regional Manager for Korea

EPC inroads for Korea
Newly appointed Regional Manager for Korea, SB Kim, is 
boosting the Group’s credibility and success in the territory.



QRTCO-SG has been awarded a $1m contract to  
provide valve actuators for a major oil refinery upgrade in Iraq. 
Collaboration between Severn Glocon Group’s Iraq, Dubai and China facilities helped 
to secure the order and ensured the project progressed smoothly. The actuators will 
be packaged with Severn Glocon shutdown and control valves at QRTCO-SG’s Dubai 
facility. QTRCO-SG is a joint venture between Severn Glocon and QTRCO.
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Frame agreement underlines 
mounting capabilities

Acquisition furthers power industry ambitions

Statoil has awarded Severn Glocon Group a long-term global frame agreement  
for the supply of control, choke and butterfly valves for upstream assets.

The acquisition of a majority shareholding in A-T Armaturen-Technik 
GMBH has significantly advanced Severn Glocon Group’s  
penetration of the global power industry.  

The Stavanger-headquartered oil and gas company is the largest 
operator on the Norwegian continental shelf; it also has a significant 
international presence. Securing a frame agreement of this nature 
and scale evidences Severn Glocon Group’s rising competency  
and credibility in the oil and gas sector. The Group’s fusion of  
proven technical expertise and  
global sourcing played a key  
role in the agreement, which  
has a five year duration  
and options to extend. 

Now trading as Severn A-T Armaturen, the business is a market leader in engineered 
valves for thermal power applications such as turbine bypass and feedwater heater 
bypass. It specialises in severe service control valves and high pressure isolation valves.  
The firm has more than 45 years’ experience in the sector and all valves meet strict 
regulations of the German Industrial Safety Authority (TUV). Its products complement 
Severn Glocon Group’s wider portfolio of valves and advanced engineering services, 
strenthening and extending the Group’s offering. 

Severn Glocon Group has appointed Peter Borzsony as general manager for its overall 
power business. Read about his plans for power industry developments on page 9.

Statoil previously commissioned highly-engineered valves 
for extreme and severe service applications on an ad hoc 
basis. This agreement extends our remit and formalises the 
relationship. Statoil will benefit from direct access to the 
Group’s valve engineering expertise and global manufacturing 
capabilities within a highly competitive pricing framework. 

 

My goal is to ensure  
Severn Glocon’s innovative  
valve solutions are firmly on  
the radar of EPC contractors.

SB Kim, Regional Manager for Korea

ACTUATOR  
ORDER 
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NEW TECHNOLOGIES
Ground-breaking butterfly valve for control applications

Zone 0 Tool Detection Alarm

Severn-Leeds has launched a triple offset valve intrinsically designed to offer sophisticated flow 
control via innovative Oblique Cone Technology (OCT®). 

Severn Subsea Technologies has developed a Zone 0 rated tool detection sensor. It reduces the risk of damage  
to the riser assembly during drilling and intervention operations when a tool string is recovered to the surface.

The infinite circle methodology behind OCT® 
enhances flow performance and Cv as well as 
allowing anti-cavitation and low noise trim designs 
to be fully incorporated into the valve. This is one of 
several innovative features that optimises the valve 
for control applications.

Mark Breese, Group Product Development Manager 
– Butterfly Valves, says: “We believe this triple 
offset valve, designed from the outset with the 
needs of control in mind, may be an industry-first. 
The elegance of the design belies the complexities 
inherent in valves that manage control as opposed to 
simpler on/off functionality. OCT marks an important 
milestone in our journey to revolutionise butterfly 
control valve technology.”

We believe this triple offset valve,  
designed from the outset with the needs  
of control in mind, may be an industry-first. 

Mark Breese 
Group Product Development Manager  
Severn Leeds

The Tool Detection Alarm (TDA) offers a secondary layer of protection making it a safer method 
of locating the tool string than relying on visual methods alone. It locates the position of the tool 
and alerts the winch operator when action is needed to prevent the tool string hitting the riser seal 
head. The portable, battery-powered system helps avoid unnecessary disruption to operations.

The entire system is extremely portable and includes a control box with an integral rechargeable 
battery. It is ATEX and IECEx certified  
as intrinsically safe for use in  
Zone 0 gas environments.
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In-house flow testing 

New generation HIPPS make debut

High-precision flow coefficient testing at Group’s Chennai facility.

Severn Glocon Group is now offering High Integrity Pressure Protection Systems (HIPPS) for oil and gas topside, 
downstream and eventually subsea applications. A model of the technology will be unveiled at Offshore Europe 2015.

Severn Glocon India has installed  
a custom-made flow testing rig at 
its factory. It enables control valves 
to be precisely adjusted to deliver 
the optimum flowrate and gives a 
true indication of their performance 
in the field. 

The flow testing procedure involves 
fitting a fully open valve into 
the test section of the rig, then 
pumping water into the system. A 
calibrated flow meter sits upstream 
of the valve, and pressure taps are 
positioned at precise upstream and 
downstream locations. 

Data generated from the test, 
such as flowrate and pressure 
ratings, is evaluated in relation 
to contributing factors such as 
weight/volume of water and 
water temperature to calculate 
the flow coefficient.

This investment puts Severn 
Glocon Group ahead of the 
curve with its in-house testing 
capabilities and ensures valves 
are fully optimised before they 
leave the factory. 

HIPPS are a sophisticated valve-based safety instrumented 
system (SIS) protecting equipment from over-pressurisation 
without the need for ‘gas to flare’. This brings significant 
environmental benefits as well as enhancing safety and 
protecting assets. There are also wider economic benefits 
associated with HIPPS as they are triggered before 
over-pressurisation occurs, avoiding the risk of a lengthy 
emergency shutdown being required.

HIPPS rely on pressure transmitters and analyser voting logic 
to activate two final elements, arranged in series within the 
pipeline, with each valve capable of independently isolating 
the flow when closed.

Rated SIL 1 – 4: HIPPS are designed and built in accordance 
with IEC 61508 and IEC 61511 safety instrumented systems 
(SIS) standards. Severn Glocon Group is initially targeting  
the higher end of the market place, delivering systems rated 
SIL 3 – SIL 4.  

Unlike competitors who have a vested interest in delivering 
their own final elements, Severn Glocon Group offers an 
independent, integrated approach to HIPPS. This ensures  
the best technologies are selected to meet the specific  
needs of individual applications. 

We are able to satisfy the full scope of required expertise 
with a combination of electronic, software and mechanical 
engineering experts and in-house Functional Safety 
Management professionals.
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NORTH SEA
Driving North Sea sustainability 
in a world of $60 oil
During the past 12 months, North Sea 
operators have been contending with 
a perfect storm of high production 
costs and a collapsing oil price. 
Margins are on a knife-edge for many. 
But there are early indications of 
sector-wide collaboration to reverse 
escalating costs via targeted production 
and infrastructure efficiencies. 
Optimising valve performance will 
be mission-critical on ageing and 
new platforms alike. Severn Glocon 
Group is committed to delivering valve 
technologies and solutions to help the 
North Sea thrive in a world of $60 oil.

BRIGHOUSE

GLOUCESTER

ABERDEEN

WIDNES

Known North Sea 
reserves equate to  

10 billion boe

Our Valve  
Innovation Centre
delivers targeted

improvements and
efficiencies for
mature assets

Aberdeen lease 
extension to  

2025 underlines  
North Sea 

commitment

Revolutionary valve 
technologies  
for enhanced  
performance
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BERGEN

 * Source, Oil & Gas UK Activity Report 2014; 
boe = barrel of oil equivalent   

Deirdre Michie    
Chief Executive 
Oil & Gas UK 

Speaking at the  
Trade Association’s  
2015 Annual Conference

...our focus cannot merely be on ‘cutting costs’, 
but must more fundamentally address the 
efficiency of the basin. Focusing on efficiency 
means that, if or when the oil price bounces 
back, we will be best placed to seize new 
opportunities. And let’s not forget, efficient 
management is also safe management.

Better valve
reliability drives

safety and
efficiency

More than  
three decades’  

expertise in valve 
performance  
improvement

Active engineering
investigation: we
interrogate valve

specifications
to drive better 

efficiencies

Global sourcing
and technical expertise

facilitate intelligent
rationalisation without

compromising
standards

Dynamic materials
selection that takes  

account of anticipated
operational life

40% cost  
and efficiency

improvements required  
to give North Sea  

basin a viable future  
(Oil & Gas UK,  
February 2015)

Average North Sea
unit lifting cost is  

£17/boe and number  
offields exceeding  

£30/ boe is  
increasing*

Oil & Gas UK  
is championing a  

$60/barrel benchmark
in a bid to foster  

long-term
sustainability
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Complex Ichthys LNG challenge solved

Preparing for commissioning

International focus for established plant

Severn Glocon has developed a progressive control valve solution to protect  
the multimillion AUD compressor system of the Ichthys LNG plant. 

As the development phases of the Gorgon and Ichthys LNG projects draw to a close, 
commissioning support is rising to the top of the agenda for Severn Glocon Australia. 

Global activity surrounding established plant continues  
to gather momentum as investments are made to  
maximise emerging opportunities across multiple regions.

The valve is required to stroke 
across a distance of 18" with a plug 
weighing more than 1 tonne in less 
than 2 seconds. This needs to be 
achieved while controlling 3,784,320 
Kg/hr of propane gas and affecting a 
pressure reduction from 16.40 barg 
to 0.164 barg. 

The challenge is further 
compounded by the need to 
achieve noise levels below 82 dBa, 
which means velocity needs to 
be limited to 0.3 mach. Meeting 
this specification with a traditional 
control valve would have involved  
an outlet of 64". The size, weight, 
cost and associated risk would  
have been immense.  

Valves supplied by Severn Glocon for these two landmark projects 
have been fitted with profiler technology to provide baseline 
performance footprints. These will act as a reference point for each 
valve through pre-commissioning, commissioning and start-up 
phases, enabling engineers to quickly ascertain whether the valves 
are working correctly and pinpoint any problems. 

Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan are a primary focus 
as confidence in Central Asia’s ability to realise the potential of 
its oil reserves mounts. In Kazakhstan the Group has established 
BorkitSG, a joint venture with Borkit Oiltech, to deliver better valve 
performance, compliance and reliability for existing fields. The 
business will operate on a similar basis to Severn Valve Solutions  
in Iraq, with a strong focus on localisation. 

Additional regions being eyed for development include South East 
Asia and the Caspian Sea border countries.

Severn Glocon’s Commercial 
Manager, Roger Spiers, explains 
how an innovative alternative 
solution was developed: “Our initial 
calculations revealed a core piece 
of insight; while the noise reduction 
required a 64" outlet, the flow 
coefficient could be controlled by 
a 36" valve. So we used this as a 
starting point and designed a 36" 
angle valve fitted with a 2cc low 
noise trim. Then a 36" x 64"  
diffuser was bolted directly to  
the valve outlet. Three large steel 
baffle plates inside the diffuser  
back the pressure up, enabling 
outlet velocity – and therefore  
noise – to be controlled at the 
required level.”

Once production begins, profiling and re-profiling will form 
part of the ongoing regime to maximise the long-term 
performance monitoring of the valves.  

Executive Director Colin Findlay explains: “Our strategy of 
putting strong maintenance and service capability in the right 
markets is beginning to pay off. We have also broadened 
our remit to include wider maintenance and repair, as well 
as control valve services and solutions. The benefits of 
this approach are clear; our Iraq joint venture Severn Valve 
Solutions has seen turnover grow by 66 per cent in the past 
12 months. What’s more, significant product sales have been 
generated as a direct result of our presence in the country.”  



www.severnglocon.com        08      

Issue 16

Boosting operator efficiency

Iraq’s ‘partner of choice’

Severn Glocon Group is exploring new ways to improve cost profiles for 
customers hit by the oil price collapse. We are analysing every step of 
the design and manufacture process to pinpoint where activity can be 
rationalised and money saved, without compromising standards. 

Severn Valve Solutions’ work in the Southern Iraq Oilfields has been 
singled out as a leading example of how British businesses can aid 
Iraqi oil production improvements.     

Wyndham Meredith, General Manager at LB 
Bentley, explains how this manifests itself in  
the Group’s subsea division. 

LB Bentley has launched a programme of 
efficiency enhancements to bring added value 
to customers. Process optimisation and shrewd 
materials selection are key components.

Streamlining processes
Witness testing and documentation are a  
critical part of the subsea valve production 
process. They underline the quality and  
integrity of products. But in many cases, 
standard industry procedures have remained 
unchanged for decades. We’re challenging 
the status quo with remote witness testing 
capability and digitised documentation,  
bringing better efficiencies for all parties.    

High definition cameras and custom 
manufactured digital test monitors have  
been installed in our test cells, enabling 
inspectors to witness certain tests online in a 
secure setting. This investment significantly 
reduces the time inspectors need to spend 
onsite, and enables them to structure their 
working day more productively. 

Speaking at the Iraqi Petroleum Conference 2015, UK Energy Minister Andrea Leadsom 
MP outlined the UK’s ambition to become Iraq’s energy industry ‘partner of choice’.  
She talked about maximising the potential of the country’s oil resource through a 
programme of strategic engagement which fosters collaboration between large UK 
players and small to medium firms with specialist expertise. BP’s introduction of  
Severn Glocon Group to the procurement chain in Iraq received a special mention. 

We are also automating the compilation 
of documents such as material review 
books through digital data management 
software and the implementation of 
barcoding. These developments bring 
mutual bottom-line benefits.

Materials selection
As an example, the subsea industry has 
traditionally favoured 625 Nickel Alloy for 
many small bore valves, due to its tensile 
strength and heat resistance.  However, 
our investigations have revealed that 
breaking the mould with savvy material 
selection can bring multiple benefits. In 
some circumstances, the cheaper Nickel 
Alloy 925 can be a superior option. 

Alloy 925 is stronger than 625 Nickel 
Alloy and has higher corrosion resistance. 
As well as reducing costs, the properties 
of Alloy 925 facilitate size and weight 
improvements since wall thickness can 
be reduced. We’re currently exploring 
this in detail and putting sample valves 
through qualification testing.

Interrogative approach
There is a Group-wide focus on 
interrogating existing processes 
and design briefs. The goal 
is to make tangible, targeted 
cost reductions and efficiency 
improvements while maintaining 
quality and reliability. We are 
determined to work shoulder-
to-shoulder with clients as the 
industry reconfigures itself in 
light of current oil price trends.
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Q  Can you tell us about your background 
in thermal power?

A  I’ve worked in the sector for more than 
three decades. In the late 1980s I spent 
seven years in a hands-on mechanical 
maintenance role with South African 
power generation firm Eskom. The depth 
and breadth of the technical knowledge 
I gained provided a solid foundation for 
my subsequent career. For the past 25 
years, I’ve focused on the development 
of control valve solutions to overcome 
severe service application challenges  
in thermal power generation.

Q  How do you add value to clients  
in the sector?

A  I ‘speak the language’ of thermal power 
generation. My technical background 
means I can understand and visualise 
the challenges clients are facing. I then 
interpret this to facilitate effective solution 
development. A major part of my role at 
Severn Glocon Group so far has been 
training the sales and engineering teams. 
I want to further their understanding of 
the nuances of power engineering from 
a technical and theoretical perspective. 
This enables them to gear the expertise 
they have honed in oil and gas towards 
the enduring valve challenges of thermal 
power generation.

Peter Borzsony has been appointed General 
Manager of Severn Glocon Group’s global 
power business. He’s responsible for driving 
the Severn A-T Armaturen business forward, 
and using it to spearhead expansion of the 
Group’s overall power industry market share. 
We found out about his sector expertise and 
what he hopes to achieve in his new role.

All set for Middle East power surge
Power consumption in the Gulf Cooperation Council states 
is expected to soar over the coming years following strong 
demographic, urban and economic growth. Experts say the 
Middle East population could increase by 31 per cent by 2025 
and it is estimated that there will be a 6 to 10 per cent annual 
surge in the demand for power. 

There is an acute need to expand the region’s power generation 
capabilities, both through new projects and boosting the efficiency 
of existing plant. 

With a well-established footprint in the Middle East, Severn Glocon 
Group is well placed to serve this growing market with custom-
engineered, high-integrity valve solutions. Peter Borzsony, General 
Manager of the Group’s power business, explains: “Our proven 
valve technologies and in-depth expertise can add real value to 
Middle East thermal power generation. 

We already have a robust infrastructure in the region, and our 
recently extended Chennai factory enables us to manufacture 
and deliver valves cost-effectively and efficiently.”

The Group’s power business specialises in solutions for 
complex and extreme valve applications for the power 
industry, such as turbine bypass and feedwater heater bypass. 
Products can withstand high pressure high temperature 
conditions exceeding 500°C and the business is committed  
to ongoing investment in new product development.
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Q  What are the core strengths of Severn’s 
power business?

A  The Group has a proven track record 
delivering advanced, applications-focused 
valve solutions for the oil and gas industry. 
Rather than simply selling catalogue 
products or services, the engineers take 
an intelligent approach that considers the 
specific needs of the individual application. 
Harnessing this ethos for thermal power 
generation has the potential to drive 
a step-change in the way the industry 
tackles complex production challenges. By 
acquiring A-T Armaturen, and bringing its 
expertise in high temperature applications to 
the table, the Group has created a winning 
formula. My job is to complete the equation.

Q  What are your ambitions?

A  In five years’ time, I’d like the Severn Glocon 
Group brand to be synonymous with severe 
service valve solutions for the thermal power 
industry. Extreme bypass applications are 
the area where I believe we can deliver 
most value, so this will be a core area of 
focus. In order to accomplish this, I need 
to join up the relevant areas of Severn A-T 
Armaturen and wider Group expertise. Once 
we’ve achieved this synergy, the whole 
will be greater than the sum of the parts. 
I’m confident that we have the potential 
to become the market leader in innovative 
valve solutions for the power sector. 

Q  What do you most enjoy about your work?

A  I thrive on getting to grips with complex valve 
challenges and winning clients’ confidence 
by demonstrating how we can enhance 
their operations. It can be challenging, and 
sometimes it feels like there simply aren’t 
enough hours in the day. But proving to a  
client that you not only understand their 
technical challenges, but can overcome  
them, is really rewarding.

Issue 16

New Jebel Ali facility
Severn Glocon FZE has moved to larger premises in the Jebel Ali Free Zone 
to accommodate its expanding and evolving operations.

Middle East export of Severn Glocon control valves began in the 1970s. 
Since then, the business has established robust operations in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council region, supported by an international infrastructure. 

Severn Glocon continues to grow its installed 
base and reputation in the Middle East, with 
dedicated, experienced application and sales 
engineers as well as a field service support 
team. In July 2015, all Severn Glocon FZE 
operations relocated to a larger Jebel Ali Free 
Zone premises more suited to the breadth of 
services offered by the business today. 

The new facility accommodates the core valve 
sales team and provides a base for the sales  
and production of the growing QRTCO-SG 
actuator business. It also enables the full  
Severn Valve Solutions management team  
to share one operational centre.    

Ken McWhirter, Director and General Manager of 
Severn Glocon FZE, says the move will provide 
a springboard for future development: “We had 
outgrown our previous facilities and took the 
opportunity to create a more efficient and cohesive 
footprint for our Middle East operations. The new 
office and production workshop gives us the 
scalability we need for continued expansion.”

In five years’ time, I’d like the Severn Glocon Group 
brand to be synonymous with severe service valve 
solutions for the thermal power industry.

Peter Borzsony 
General Manager 
Severn A-T Armaturen
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Amec Foster Wheeler grads on tour

Boost reliability and performance with our intelligent valve technologies and  
engineering expertise. Check out our new website www.severnglocon.com

Follow us

Eight engineering graduates from EPC contractor Amec Foster Wheeler 
visited Severn Glocon’s headquarters for a behind-the-scenes look  
at an engineered product supplier.

The team, currently based at Amec Foster Wheeler’s Reading 
offices, learnt about the importance of effective pre-FEED and  
FEED collaboration to facilitate better outcomes for all parties.  
They spent time with Severn Glocon’s engineering manager  
looking at order review and design processes and were given a  
full factory tour. Quality assessment, testing, contract management 
and factory management also featured on the day’s agenda. 

Amec Foster Wheeler designs, delivers and maintains strategic and 
complex assets for customers across the global energy and related 
sectors. Highly engineered products such as severe and critical 
service control valves are a vital component for many projects. 

Stand 2E100    
8 – 11 September 2015  Aberdeen  
www.offshore-europe.co.uk

9 – 12 November 2015  Abu Dhabi  UAE 
www.adipec.com

9 – 9 October 2015  Almaty  Kazakhstan 
www.kioge.kz/en

“Cohesion between EPCs and product suppliers 
is vital to ensure projects run to time and budget 
while meeting complex technical needs,” explains 
Severn Glocon’s Key Account Manager Alan Prosser 
who organised the event. “For this to happen, each 
party needs to understand and respect the other’s 
role and responsibilities. We have a strong working 
relationship with Amec Foster Wheeler, so it was 
a pleasure to meet this new generation of EPC 
engineers who will be managing the global oil and 
gas projects of the future.”


